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Given the relatively new summation of Jewish holidays, 
“They tried to kill us, we won, let’s eat,” I doubt you’ll be 
surprised to know that more American Jews attend a 
Seder than observe Yom Kippur. Even though we wait to 
eat at the Seder, we don’t wait indefinitely, and we don’t 
wait a whole night and day, for sure. What’s important 
about both holidays, though, and about Judaism itself, is 
that the time we’re not eating is spent asking ourselves 
questions. 

You may have heard the story about Isadore Rabi that I’ve 
shared before, and will undoubtedly share again and 
again, because it is so quintessentially Jewish. As a Nobel 
prize winning physicist, he was asked how he got to be so 
smart, and he related that the difference lay in how his 
mother greeted him when he came home from school. 
Instead of asking what he learned in school that day, his 
mom asked: “Izzy, did you ask any good questions today?” 

In much of the rest of the world, religion appears as an 
answer, a path toward certainty and comfort. One of the 
theories about the reasons for anti-Semitism arises from 
our penchant to disrupt and challenge the status quo, to 
never be satisfied as we continue to quest for knowledge, 
not settle for it. A friend of mind was in South Korea in the 
80’s and saw a high school student with a volume of 
Talmud and asked why he was studying it. She said, we all 
do, because Jews are so smart, we want to find the 
answers. 

(continued on page 3)   

 

 

Welcome to 
March! If you have not yet noticed, we once gain have scheduled 
activities/religious services on non-rabbi nights. We encourage 
all our members to watch the NCJCC calendars for upcoming 
activities including lay led services, speakers, dancing, dining, 
games, movies, and other activities and participate joyfully! 
Special thanks to our volunteers for making these activities 
possible, and we encourage all of our members to attend and 
enjoy these events. A Big Thank you to Patti Smith for 
spearheading lay services both historically and moving forward 
this spring. As an addition this year, Yolanda Lerner will be joining 
Patti on the Bimah on lay nights, and Patti will be helping Yolanda 
on activity nights. If you have ideas for activities that you’d like to 
see in the future, or especially activities or services that you’d like 
to lead, let’s start a conversation! 

On March 31, 2018 – the second night of Passover, we will host 
our annual Community Passover Seder. This year it will be held at 
the LOVE Building in Condon Park. We hope you will be available 
to join us and you will invite your friends to join us as well. 
 
Special Thanks to our Community 
I would like to extend special thanks to everyone who has helped 
provide support to the Williams family during this past year. This 
has been a difficult time for our NCJCC family and for the Williams 
family especially, and our members rallied around to provide 
support with donations, meals, rides, hugs, and whatever was 
needed. This support was provided with unreserved enthusiasm 
in whatever areas it was needed. I know we will continue to 
support them in the future. I would like to especially thank the 
Sunday School, including Kinneret, Mya, and Jenni for taking on all 
of the organizational work with making sure the children were 
tended for and transported, not only to Jewish community 
activities, but to school and after school programs as well. Thank 
you to all of you for being there for them. 
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RABBI’S MESSAGE PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE 



 
 

 
 

 
  
 
President’s Message      (continued from page 1)   
 
This month we said bon voyage and Shalom to Jay and Shirley 
Sondheim. We continue to wish them all the best in their new 
home in Palm Desert and hope to stay close through phone and 
electronic communications. They may be farther away 
geographically, but they will always be close in our hearts!  
 
Coming soon: It’s time to think about elections! We encourage 
you to consider serving on the Board of Directors. By being on the 
Board, you have the opportunity to be actively involved in the 
decisions that are made and how our congregation should move 
forward and what activities you would like to see. The Board 
meets monthly and members play an active role in the running of 
the NCJCC. 
 
As always, we are open to your feedback. Please call or email any 
member of the Board to let us know how we can make our 
organization better and more meaningful to you. 
 
 
 
Shalom, 
 
Eva Joy Lamm-Ruben 
President 
evajruben@yahoo.com, 916-996-6964 
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He could only chuckle, knowing the Talmud consists 
mostly of questions, of the search, not the result, and that 
no catechism of belief has ever been accepted in the 
Jewish world 
 
Elie Wiesel reflected he rabbinic tradition’s emphasis on 
questioning with these words: “When will you understand 
that a beautiful answer is nothing? Nothing more than 
illusion! Man defines himself by what disturbs him and not 
by what reassures him. When will you understand that you 
are living and searching in error, because God means 
movement and not explanation?” We then instill this 
desire for journey and not destination in our children. 
Rabbi Jonathan Sacks: “Against cultures that see 
unquestioning obedience as the ideal behavior of a child, 
Jewish tradition, in the Haggadah, regards the ‘child who 
has not learned to ask’ as the lowest, not the highest, 
stage of development” he concludes. 
 
“We are closer to God when we are asking questions than 
when we think we have the answers” Rabbi Abraham 
Joshua Heschel once taught. To have arrived at ultimate 
“answers” and remain devoted to them despite any 
evidence to the contrary is actually to be a slave to them, 
another form of giving up our freedon. On Passover, we 
recognize the degradation of the mond, heart and soul 
that happens when we are enslaved by a search for 
certainty. 
 
May this Passver, and our joining together on Saturday 
night, March 31st, for the second night’s Seder, liberate us 
to continue to delve eeper into the questions, rather than 
the illusory search for answers. 
 
Chag kasher v’sameach, here’s to a fit and joyful 
celebration of freedom. 
Rabbi David 

 
Curiosity is not sacrilegious but a vital religious virtue. On 
Passover we replicate the experience of going from slavery 
to freedom by drinking wine, reclining like royalty, and 
eating a elicious meal. However, the Seder teaches us that 
the hgihest expression of freedom is asking questions. By 
asking “why?” we take the first step into reedom. 
 

Readmore:https://forward.com/scribe/367003/pass
over-and-the-jewish-art-of-questioning-everything/ 
  

   
 

 

SISTERHOOD 

 
Sisterhood met on Thursday, March 1st.  The next 
meeting is April 5th, details to follow.  
      
      
  

   
 
Men’s Club   

 

The Men’s Club hosts meetings with 
interesting speakers, and hosts activities 
such as our upcoming scotch tasting and 
BBQ; or golf, or a poker night to prepare for 
the annual poker tournament fund raiser. 
We co-host the Fifth Friday Film Shabbats. 
 
The Men’s Club is open to all, regardless of 
gender. We appreciate your interest and 
support in our activities. Our annual dues 
are only $20. When we meet on Sunday 
mornings, we serve lox and bagels, coffee, 
and orange juice for only $5.00 (such a good 
deal your mother would be proud). 
 
Contact Gordon Mann at 
sharkmann@suddenlink.net or David Silber 
at David.Silber@live.com for more 
information, to suggest an interesting 
speaker, or to schedule an event. 
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The  March Sisterhood Book Club meeting will be at the home of Anita 
DuPratt on Monday, March 12th at 1:30 p.m. Please RSVP directly to Anita 
at adupratt@yahoo.com. The book to be discussed is “The Muralist” by 
B.A. Shapiro. 
    

Donations 
 

General Fund 
Sharon Kessler Page 
  

 
 
 
 
Religious School News 

 
Hello! 

The month of February at the Hebrew and Religious School was highly rewarding. We have studied and 
discussed the weekly Parasha every Sunday. Together we followed the story of the people of Israel in 
the desert and discussed the morals that are related to our own life. We started learning a few more 
well-known Israeli that we played in Hebrew.  

We began to read the Purim Megillah. This year we will celebrate Purim first at the Family Shabbat 
service on March 2nd at 6:00 p.m. with music and onegs related to the Beatles. Then we will have the 
Sunday School party on March 4th. I invite the whole congregation to party with us and to enjoy one of 
the happiest Jewish holidays!  

Enjoy the week!!! 

Yours,  

Kinneret Vinitzky 
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Fund Contribution Form 
We welcome and appreciate your donation 
to the following funds: 
General________Rabbi’s 
Compensation______________________ 
Adult Education________Library ______ 
Tzedakah  _____ Cemetery  ___________ 
Lydia Wolff Memorial________________ 
Building Expense____________________ 
Youth Group_______________________ 
Rabbi’s Discretionary________________ 
Ruth Adicoff 
Memorial_________________________ 
Religious School____________________ 
New Property Development___________ 
To contribute, check the appropriate fund, 
complete the form, send to NCJCC, P. O. 
Box 1426, Grass Valley, CA 95945 
Name_______________Phone______
Address_________________________ 
     Make checks payable to the NCJCC 



 
 
BIRTHDAYS 

    
   Jan Brenner     1 
   Joe Hammel     1 
   Ernestine Gaynor     5 
   Mike Atlas     7 
   David Karas     8 
   Norema Strongin     8 
   Alison Cohen     10 
   Allison Kalt     10 
   Milo Baran     14 
   Kaleb Goldstein     15 
   Jay Sondheim     15 
   Dana Valensky     18 
   Garrett Eckerling     20 
   Shirley Sondheim     20 
   Steve Goldman     22 
   Andrea Frankel     24 
   Morgan Halperin     26 
   Connie Newman     26 
     

 
 
ANNIVERSARIES 
 

   Daniel Geffner & Susan Shapiro   1 
   Garrett & Teresa Eckerling    9 
   Steve & Judy Goldman    27 
            5 



       
   
 

YAHRZEITS 
 

 Name       Remembered By 
 

 Friday, March 2  
 Ray Lowenthal      Robert & Rochelle Lowenthal 
 Joseph Label      Norman Label 
 Simon Kleinkramer     Fieni Verdooner 
 
 Friday, March 9 
 Ira Bass      Richard & Cheryl Klein 
 David Grossman     NCJCC 
 Evelyn Klein      Richard & Cheryl Klein 
 
 Friday, March 16 
 Dr. Wilbert Greenbaum    Alan Greenbaum 
 Lotte Johanna Lamm     Eva Lamm-Ruben 
 Mildred Kopp      Una Kobrin 
 Bertha Kroot      Harriett Kroot 
 
 Friday, March 23 
 Alexander Atlas     Mike & Gail Atlas 
 Charles Gray      Mike & Gail Atlas 
 Bruno Jacob Lamm     Eva Lamm-Ruben 
 Nicholas Kenedi     Judith Kenedi 
 
 Friday, March 30 
 Dolly Winton      Dori Greenbaum 
 Joann Frankel      Andrea Frankel 
 Susan Kenedi      Judith Kenedi 
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 Mishebeirach 
 

Harper Faith Browning  Andrea Frankel  Beth Marchio  
Iola Gold    Joni Gold   Laura McIntosh  
Meghan Rose Havery   Charles Morgan Havery Sally Hines   
Lawrence Katz    Elijah King   Richard Klein  
Ruth Kroot    Bob Levine   Marilyn Salomon  
Judith Kenedi    Jim Anderson   Keith Ott 
Nancy Maxwell   Charlotte Moore  Connie Ruben  
Dan Geffner    Deborah Ruppert  Jeff Luella 
Pat Bennett-Schwartz   Nadine Brown   Leah Chava  
Eva Florsheim    Marilyn Salomon  Eveline Lamm 
Lara Ruben    Abigail Weissman  Marselle Schwartz 
Jane Bass    Gloria Livingston  Anthony Russo  
Laurie Williams   Robin Parisse   Sheri Bea JaRo   
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Last Year’s Purim Celebration 
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 Hooper & Weaver Mortuary 459 Hollow Way 
   A Reputation Built On   Nevada City, CA 95959 
      Thoughtfulness 

     
        (530) 265-2429 

 
 Hooper & Weaver has been a provider of family oriented 

funeral services  
since 1941. 

 
 Consecrated Jewish section. 
 
 Full adherence to local Jewish customs in consultation 

with Rabbi David Azen of Congregation B’nai Harim at 
the NCJCC in Grass Valley. 
 

 All wood “Kosher” caskets available. 
 

 “Chevrah Kadishah” services available. 
 
 Coordination of transport to other communities. 
 

Andy Owens 
General Manager 
F.D. License #411 



 

 

            

 

   

    
             
            11 



 
 
 
Published monthly by   
The Nevada County 
Jewish Community Center 

506 Walsh Street 
Grass Valley, CA  95945 

Mailing Address: 
P. O. Box 1426 
Grass Valley, CA 95945 
Telephone: 
(530) 477-0922 
www.ncjcc.org 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

   The Sisterhood Gift Shop  
           Passover Items 
      

 Many Stunning Seder Plates     Miriam Cups & Kiddush Cups 
           Honey Pots  Candle Holders 

  Fabric Matzoh Covers & Matzoh Plates    Hagadas 
 Hand Washing Pitchers  Passover Greeting Cards 
  Fine Jewelry  Books Yarmulkes for Men & Women 

  Sisterhood Cookbook Filled with Holiday Recipes 
           Unique Hostess Gifts for all Occasions 

 
     Buy locally and reinvest in our temple.  All proceeds go to NCJCC 

Open Friday evenings after services and by appointment by calling Eva Lamm-Ruben,  
Jenni Woerner, Marilyn Hareton, Lee Hold-Lewis or Arline Meer 
  VISA AND MASTERCARD ACCEPTED 


