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We will celebrate Purim, the celebration of the story 
of Esther and Mordechai and how the Jews of Persia 
escaped annihilation, on Friday night March 2 with a 
combined family adult Beatles Purimspiel and meal 
at 5:00 p.m. I’m writing about it in this month’s 
newsletter, so you will get the evening on your 
calendar now (also, it officially begins Wed. Feb 28th) 
because it is one of the most important holidays as 
far as I’m concerned. Far from a children’s 
masquerade, the story of Esther and the way we tell 
it in a farcical manner embodies the existential 
anxiety of the Jewish people and our amazing ability 
to laugh in the face of danger and show the 
absurdity of anti-Semites. Some back story: 

 The earliest bad guy in Jewish history, after Pharaoh, was 
Amalek. The grandson of Esau, which wasn’t such a bad 
thing in and of itself, showed his true colors by leading his 
tribe as vicious ones who attacked the Hebrews in the 
desert of Sinai after our exodus from Egypt, “smiting the 
weaker ones in back, all that were feeble” (Exodus 17:8-
10). Haman comes from the Amalek family stock. 

How we deal with Amalekites has been a continuing saga 
throughout Jewish history. The story of Purim is a 
continuation of the story of Amalek. While Haman and his 
disciples were stopped, it did not prove to be much of a 
deterrent to all the Haman’s that have followed 
throughout history. 

(continued on page 3)   

 

 

Our entire congregation mourns with Rabbi David on his mother’s 
passing on Saturday, January 13th. I invite everyone in our greater 
NCJCC/B’nai Harim community to support the Rabbi and each 
other this Thursday, February 1st – 6:30 to 7:30 p.m., with a Shiva 
Minyan in memory of Carol Azen. 

 
I would also like to take this opportunity to extend special tanks to 
Rabbi Alan Greenbaum for kindly stepping in to conduct services 
last week so that Rabbi David could be with his family during his 
mother’s final hours and spend time with his family in New Jersey. 
 
We have just learned that Jay and Shirley Sondheim have sold 
their home here and will be leaving for Palm Desert within the 
next 30 to 45 days. They have been involved with the Jewish 
Community since they moved here in 2005. Shirley was a longtime 
Sisterhood member and gave us wonderful ideas and chaired 
many fund-raising events including a fashion show and game days 
which included nine lunches. In addition, she has always been 
there to support Jay. Jay has served many years on the Board of 
Directors including 3 years as president and currently represents 
the Men’s Club. He is a real mater at fund raising. He, with the 
assistance of Mike Gaynor and Dori Greenbaum, obtained the ads 
and donations for the annual membership directory, worked with 
Jerry Waxman to develop “Deli Nite” and helped make it better 
each year, worked hard on getting funds for the purchase and 
development of our new backyard, and convinced some of his 
friends to make significant donations for our behalf. 
 
We are now members of Interfaith Nevada County and currently I 
am representing our congregation. On Sunday, January 28th, I 
attended the opening program for the annual observance of the 
“Season for Peace and Nonviolence” which was held at the Unity 
in the Gold Country. 
(continued on page 2)    
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RABBI’S MESSAGE PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE 



 
 

 
 

 
  
President’s Message      (continued from page 1)   
 
In preparing for the program, members were sked to suggest 
members of their groups who could help with the music. I 
immediately suggested SharonJoy Jahoda and she sang with so 
much feeling-we are so lucky to have here. Due to the late notice 
of the event, I was unable to let you know about it. The service 
was extremely meaningful. 
 
The Gandhi King Season for Nonviolence (SNV) commences on 
January 30th, in cities across the globe. The annual 64-day 
campaign, co-founded in 1998 by Dr. Arun Gandhi and The 
Association for Global New Thought (AGNT), is an educational, 
media and grassroots awareness campaign spanning the January 
30th and April 4th memorial anniversaries of Mahatma Gandhi and 
Dr. martin Luther King, Jr. 
 
The purpose of the campaign is to foster awareness based on the 
philosophy of attaining peace through nonviolent action as 
demonstrated by legendary leaders Mohandas K. Gandhi, Rev. 
Martin Luther King, Jr., Cesar E. Chavez, and President Nelson 
Mandela, as well as living legends such as His Holiness, Tenzin 
Gyatso, the 14th Dalai Lama of Tibet. 
 
It is now time to think about elections and fining members who 
would like to serve on the Board of Directors. By being on the 
Board, you have the opportunity to be actively involved in the 
decisions that are made as to how our congregation should move 
forward and what activities you would like to see. The Board 
meets once a month and each member is given a position and is 
responsible for overseeing some part of the organization. You are 
welcome to attend Board meetings and see if you would like to 
work with others to help all of us make this the Jewish Community 
in which we wish to be members. 
 
Remember, this is your Congregation and Community Center. 
Please call or email any member of the Board of Directors to let us 
know how we can make our organization better and more 
meaningful for you and all the other members. 
 
Shalom, 
 
Eva Joy Lamm-Ruben 
President 
evajruben@yahoo.com, 916-996-6964 
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In terms of destruction, Hitler was far more 
successful than was Haman, yet Hitler destroyed 
Germany completely as well, as far more Germans 
than Jews were killed in that tragic war. He proved 
once again that the gene pool of Amalek defies logic, 
that the self-destructive poison of anti-Semitism has 
not been eradicated. 
 
Purim and the way we Jewish people celebrate it is 
an amazingly hopeful way of containing the Amalek 
in our midst. Our Purim celebration has always been 
unpredictable, surprising and unexpected. We take 
the traditional story and build on its theme with 
costumes, backdrop and song. Jewish sages taught 
that when the perfection of the world occurs, Purim 
will be the one holiday we continue to celebrate. 
 
Why? Because Purim is about the miracle of survival. 
It is our message of resistance for all time. The 
survival and thriving of the Jewish people remains 
one of the greatest miracles of all history. And we’ve 
done so with faith, perseverance, and unabahed joy. 
 
Purim reminds us never to lose hope regarding our 
current difficulties and uncertain future. A depressed 
and pessimistic attitude is inconsistent with Jewish 
faity. That is why the rabbis stated that only Purim is 
the eternal holiday on the Jewish calendar. 
 
So, we’ve got to be together on Friday night, March 
2nd as we tell the story through the music of the 
Beatles. Let’s enjoy Estherday together, when all our 
troucles will seem so far away! 
 
Shalom, Rabbi David   

   
SISTERHOOD 

 
Sisterhood will meet Thursday, February 1st at 12:30 
p.m. for our monthly gathering. Our General 
Meeting will start at 1:00 p.m. At 2:00 p.m., 
Sisterhood member Kinneret will regale us with 
stories about growing up in Israel and kibbutz life. 
Everyone is welcome to hear her stories.  
      

      
  

   
 

 
 
Men’s Club   

 

The Men’s Club hosts meetings with 
interesting speakers, and hosts activities 
such as our upcoming scotch tasting and 
BBQ; or golf, or a poker night to prepare for 
the annual poker tournament fund raiser. 
We co-host the Fifth Friday Film Shabbats. 
 
The Men’s Club is open to all, regardless of 
gender. We appreciate your interest and 
support in our activities. Our annual dues 
are only $20. When we meet on Sunday 
mornings, we serve lox and bagels, coffee, 
and orange juice for only $5.00 (such a good 
deal your mother would be proud). 
 
Contact Gordon Mann at 
sharkmann@suddenlink.net or David Silber 
at David.Silber@live.com for more 
information, to suggest an interesting 
speaker, or to schedule an event. 
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The  Sisterhood Book Club will be meeting on Monday, February 12th at 
the home of Karen Oakley. Please RSVP directly to Karen at 
kdyeoakley@yahoo.com.  The book selection is “The Bad Assed Librarians 
of Timbukto.” 
    

Donations 
 

General Fund 
Melvin & Frances Kuznets 
Anonymous 
  

 
 
 
 
Religious School News 

 
Hello! 

The month of January at the Hebrew and religious school has started with positive intentions. The 
teachers and students came back from the break determined to embark on a renewed learning process. 
We start every Sunday School with the weekly parasha and then we discuss the moral lessons we can 
understand from the story. We celebrated Tu B'Shevat; celebrating the new year for the trees by 
creating art projects with ingredients from natural habitats. We had our Tu B'shevt Seder with all the 
students and we are all enjoying the new back yard. We were able to enjoy the first snow of the year 
while playing outside.  

In the month of January at the Hebrew lessons we are focusing on learning basic conversations in 
Hebrew. The students hear Hebrew and now they are asked to reply in Hebrew.  

I would like to wish all of you a wonderful month!!  !  

Yours,  

Kinneret Vinitzky 
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Fund Contribution Form 
We welcome and appreciate your donation 
to the following funds: 
General________Rabbi’s 
Compensation______________________ 
Adult Education________Library ______ 
Tzedakah  _____ Cemetery  ___________ 
Lydia Wolff Memorial________________ 
Building Expense____________________ 
Youth Group_______________________ 
Rabbi’s Discretionary________________ 
Ruth Adicoff 
Memorial_________________________ 
Religious School____________________ 
New Property Development___________ 
To contribute, check the appropriate fund, 
complete the form, send to NCJCC, P. O. 
Box 1426, Grass Valley, CA 95945 
Name_______________Phone______
Address_________________________ 
     Make checks payable to the NCJCC 



 
 
 

 
          

 
 
BIRTHDAYS 

    
   Benjamin Cohen     3 
   Samantha Karp     3 
   Joseph Label     3 
   Robin Parisse     4 
   Jenni Woerner     9 
   Margot Fulmer     13 
   Eli Kirshbaum     13 
   Susan Shapiro     17 
   Norman Label     19 
   Stan Karp     25 
   Jonah Russell     26 
   Shaked Valensky     28  

 
 
ANNIVERSARIES 
 

   Clark & Arline Mehr    8 
   Dan & Cathy Kalt     28 
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YAHRZEITS 
 

 Name       Remembered By 
 

 Friday, February 2  
 Efrain Hernandez     Charles & Marilyn Salomon 
 Maya Hernandez     Charles & Marilyn Salomon 
 Teri Hernandez     Charles & Marilyn Salomon 
 
 Friday, February 9 
 Leatrice Joyce Rosky     David & Wendy Rosky 
 Pauline Imas      Olga Imas & Rita Ariel 
 Sophie Gallin      Grace Trotter 
 
 Friday, February 16 
 Jeannette Kelly     Maralee Nelder 
 Mike Rosenthal     Robert & Rochelle Lowenthal 
 Samuel Weinstein     Stan Karp 
 
 Friday, February 23 
 Ethel Surowitz      Lanie & Jay Keystone 
 Lewis Silver      Shirley Barsky 
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 Mishebeirach 
 

Harper Faith Browning  Andrea Frankel  Beth Marchio  
Iola Gold    Joni Gold   Laura McIntosh  
Meghan Rose Havery   Charles Morgan Havery Sally Hines   
Lawrence Katz    Elijah King   Richard Klein  
Ruth Kroot    Bob Levine   Marilyn Salomon  
Judith Kenedi    Jim Anderson   Keith Ott 
Nancy Maxwell   Charlotte Moore  Connie Ruben  
Dan Geffner    Deborah Ruppert  Jeff Luella 
Pat Bennett-Schwartz   Nadine Brown   Leah Chava  
Eva Florsheim    Marilyn Salomon  Eveline Lamm 
Lara Ruben    Abigail Weissman  Marselle Schwartz 
Jane Bass    Gloria Livingston  Anthony Russo  
Laurie Williams   Robin Parisse   Sheri Bea JaRo   
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Celebrate the 2018 CHINESE NEW YEAR 
 With the NCJCC Sisterhood 

 
 When: Sunday, February 18, 2018 

 Where: Asian Garden Restaurant in Grass Valley 

 Time: 5:00pm     No host wine, beer and sake  

                5:45pm     Eight course dinner is served (including Vegetarian dishes) 

 Cost:    $25.00 per adult,   $16.00 per child 12 years and under 
 

RSVP now with your check payable to NCJCC Sisterhood.  Mail your check by 
Friday, February 9, 2018 to: 

Fieni Verdooner 

17723 Penny Court, Grass Valley, CA 95949 

(530) 272-3455   fieni@verdooner.net 

                                                                                                                     

 
             
                                                                                                                                     

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The Chinese New Year starts on February 16, 2018 and ends February 4, 
2019.  The dog occupies the eleventh position in the Chinese zodiac, after 
the Rooster and before the Pig.  The sign of the dog emphasizes the 
importance of the self.  They are intelligent people who hold much of their 
thought process deep inside, and they are not always known for being 
able to share these thoughts freely with others.  Part of this means that 
those born under the sign of the Dog live very rich inner lives, 
emphasizing the more personal aspects of basic human life.  “Dog” years 
include 1922, 1934, 1946, 1958, 1970, 1982, 1994 and 2006. 
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 Hooper & Weaver Mortuary 459 Hollow Way 
   A Reputation Built On   Nevada City, CA 95959 
      Thoughtfulness 

     
        (530) 265-2429 

 
 Hooper & Weaver has been a provider of family oriented 

funeral services  
since 1941. 

 
 Consecrated Jewish section. 
 
 Full adherence to local Jewish customs in consultation 

with Rabbi David Azen of Congregation B’nai Harim at 
the NCJCC in Grass Valley. 
 

 All wood “Kosher” caskets available. 
 

 “Chevrah Kadishah” services available. 
 
 Coordination of transport to other communities. 
 

Andy Owens 
General Manager 
F.D. License #411 
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   The Sisterhood Gift Shop  
         Our Display Cases are Bursting with Treasures 
      

     Decorative Plates    Candle Holders  
           Beautiful Challah Plates and Kiddush Cups 

    Collectors Items 
   An Assortment of Exquisite Jewelry 

  Jewish Book of Why  Children’s Books 
  Sisterhood Cookbook Filled with Holiday Recipes 
           Unique Hostess Gifts for all Occasions 

 
     Buy locally and reinvest in our temple.  All proceeds go to NCJCC 

Open Friday evenings after services and by appointment by calling Eva Lamm-Ruben,  
Jenni Woerner, Marilyn Hareton, Lee Hold-Lewis or Arline Meer 
  VISA AND MASTERCARD ACCEPTED 


